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Depositions of Revolutionary Soldiers. 



[The following abstracts from sworn statements spread on the 
records of Pocahontas county, West Virginia, originally made 
for the purpose of obtaining a pension, are interesting as throw- 
ing a side light on the movements of troops in the Revolution- 
ary war. They were prepared by Mr. J. T. McAllister, of Warm 
Springs, Va.] 

John Bradshaw, Statement made 4th September 1832, and 7th 
of May 1833, Age, at date of last statement, 74 years. 

That he entered the service in January, 1781, under Capt. 
Thomas Hicklin, Lieutenant Joseph Gwin, and Ensign Thos. 
Wright, and Col. Sampson Mathews: marched to Camp Carson 
near Portsmouth, where they remained the greater part of the 
winter; marched to Murdock's Mills where he was discharged 
9th April, 1781. During this time he was in one engagement 
near and in sight of Portsmouth, where Capt. Cunningham, (of 
Rockbridge) was wounded in the groin, and one private soldier 
was wounded. Declarant was sergeant of his company; was 
again drafted from the militia from the County of Augusta in 
1781, under command of Col. Saml. Vance and Capt. Thos. 
Hicklin, and taken to York, and was in the seige, at its taking, 
and helped to guard the British prisoners to Winchester; served 
as an Indian Spy during the years 1776-77-78-79, beginning 
said service when but eighteen years old. His services were not 
needed in the winter, for the reason that the Indians then retired 
into winter quarters and there was no fear of them. The prac- 
tice was for two men to leave Fort Cook, in Monroe County, and 
be out three or four days, each week, and when they returned 
others took their places. They watched the gaps and low places 
in the mountain for a distance of thirty miles, to a point where 
they met the spies from Burnsider's Fort. They were strictly 
forbidden to make a fire under any circumstances, no matter how 
inclement the weather.* 



* This John Bradshaw became a member of the County Court of Poca- 
hontas county when that county was formed in 1822. His death is noted 
in the records of said county on the 6th day of January, 1835. 
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Adam Arbogast. Declaration made 6th November, 1832, and 
states : 

That he is 72 years old; was an Indian Spy in 1776 or 1777; 
drafted and served under Capt. John McCoy, Joseph Gwin, Lt., 
from his home on South Branch of the Potomac, then Augusta, 
now Pendleton (1832); was marched to West Fork of Menon- 
gehala, to West's Fort, for about two weeks, thence down the 
river of Louther's Fort; thence down to river to Nutter's Fort, 
where he remained nearly the balance of the three months; 
thence to Coonty's Fort, where troops were called in consequence 
of the Indian's killing a white woman whilst she was spreading 
hemp in a field. 

He volunteered in 1778 as an Indian spy, under the same cap- 
tain, was marched to Warm Springs, from whence he, with 
George Hull, Conrad Flesher, and John Gum, were ordered by 
Col. Hughhart and Col. McCreary to his home place to spy and 
guard that section of the State. Remained there during the 
balance of the term. 

At another time he marched from his home, across Greenbrier 
River, to the head of Seneca Creek, in pursuit of the Indians. 
Date of this not given. 

William Saulsbury States, on 5th September 1832, ♦that he is 
90 years of age; Entered service at Warm Springs in May 1774, 
under Capt. John Lewis, Lt. Sam'l Vance and Ensign Jacob 
Warwick, and was discharged in November 1774. Was in bat- 
tle at Point Pleasant — in Col. Charles Lewis' regiment — General 
Andrew Lewis Commandant; was drafted and served three 
months at Warwick's Fort in year 1772. 

Isaac Hawk States, on 5th September, 1832, that he is 74 years 
old. Entered service 10th. March 1777 in Hampshire Co. under 
Capt. Moses Hutton, Lt. West Wade, Ensign Andrew Heath. 
That he went through "Young blades " to Monongehala to Fort 
Pitt and thence to Wheeling by the command of General Hand. 
Stationed at Fort Wheeling — at that place he served six months. 
Jacob Ware and Jacob Crow were there shot and killed by the 
Indians, but not in the regular engagement. 

On 10th. August 1781 was ensign in Company of Capt. Geo. 
Ball, in regiment of Lt.-Col. James Nevell in Hampshire County; 
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Drafted and served one month, from 8th. Oct'r 1782 to 10th 
Nov'r 1782. Marched from Big Capon in Hampshire Co. to 
Monongehala, and to head of same to guard the Commissioners 
in running the line between Virginia and Pennsylvania. There 
was no engagement with the enemy at that time. 

Jacob Kinnison states, 8th Aug. 1833, that his age was 76. 

Entered service as a volunteer March 1777 under Captain Ar- 
buckle; then living in Little Levels, of Greenbrier. Served ten 
months during the whole of which time stationed at the mouth 
of the Great Kanawha, called Point Pleasant; marched thence 
under Ensign John Williams, and while at Point Pleasant was 
entirely under command of Capt. Arbuckle, Lt. James Gilmer, 
and Ensign John Williams. Only one company stationed there 
then. At expiration of ten months those who came from Green- 
brier were discharged by General Hand.whocamedownfrom Pitts- 
burg. That a part of the company had been enlisted for three 
years. A short time before he was discharged, there were about 
700 soldiers marched down to Point Pleasant under command of 
Col. Dickinson and Col. Skillisen. On 15th April, 1779, again 
entered service, as an Indian spy, and was expected to scour 
country and mountains from Fort Lick on Elk River, to include 
waters of Stony Creek (a branch of Greenbrier), to Drenna's 
Fort, and to Little Levels, in Greenbrier, almost continually in 
service, never being allowed to remain at the fort more than two 
or three days at any time; that he was then under Capt. Cook of 
the Militia. Discharged 15th October, 1779. 

William Sharp on 4th September, 1832, age 92. 

Drafted January 1781 in Company of Capt. Wm. Kincaid. 
Ensign James Trimble, attached to regiment of Col. Sampson 
Mathews. Discharged April 1781. Was in a skirmish with the 
British at Portsmouth, Va. 

In 1774 was drafted and was in service in summer of 1774 in 
a company commanded by Capt. And. Lockridge in an expedition 
against the Indians. That a certain William Mann and himself 
were sent by Col. Andrew Lewis with a message to Governor 
Dunmore who was then at Fort Pitt (now Pittsburg) and did not 
return to join the army until the next morning after the memo- 
rable battle of Point Pleasant. In September 1764 he went as a 
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volunteer under Capt. Chas. Lewis (afterwards killed at Point 
Pleasant) in an expedition against the Indians on the Muskingum 
river; in said service during fall of 1764 and did not return home 
until March, 1765. Lt. McClenachan belonged to this company; 
no other officers remembered except Col. Field and Col. McNeel. 
Had no engagement with enemy; the Indians came in and gave 
up the prisoners they then had: 

He was an Indian spy during years 1773 and 1774. 

John Young states, 8th August 1832, aged 72. 

Entered service in Orange county, Va., in 1779 under Capt. 
Ambrose Madison, Lt.-Col. Francis Taylor, Major John Roberts. 
(Capt. Garland Burnley was an officer of same regiment). 
Served two years and four months. In no engagements. Was 
stationed at barracks in Albemarle county. Marched from said 
barracks with British prisoners across Blue Ridge and to Win- 
chester, and was there discharged. Was in two previous tours 
in Militia, under Capt. John Scott, and Capt. Coursey. 

James Wooddell, on 3rd September, 1832, states, age 80. 

In 1774, drafted from Militia of Augusta county, and entered 
service under Capt. George Moffett, stationed at Clover Lick for 
six weeks. Again in 1777 drafted under same captain, Col. J. 
Dickinson, commandant, and was taken to Point Pleasant. 
Stationed there a short time. Drafted for three months. Drafted 
in 1778 under Capt. Cooper of Col. Nevell's Regiment, General 
Woodford's Brigade. Marched through Pennsylvania, New 
York, and New Jersey, against British; continued in service one 
year. Discharged at Middlebrook, N. J., February, 1779. 
Drafted again in 1781, under Capt. John Given, Col. Wm. Bow- 
yer, General Campbell and General Lafayette, commanding. 
Marched to Richmond against English army, then lying in that 
place; thence following said army to Williamsburg. Was in 
the battle of Hot Water, and Jamestown. In service, three 
months. Was then first lieutenant. 

Ralph Wanless, 7th August, 1732, states that he is 75 years 
old. Drafted on Calf Pasture River, Augusta county, under 
Capt. McCoy, for three months (year not remembered), served 
one half time, and was discharged at Richmond before reaching 
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army. Served two months as a spy under Capt. George Poage, 
at Clover Lick, and was drafted for nine months under Captain 
Buchannon, and served part of time at Norfolk. 
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(CONTINUED) 

Mr. Cornelius Sergeant, 

Sr. The last that I sent you was a letter of advice with bills 
of Exchange drawn upon you for £1$ sterling payable to Joseph 
Newton, which please to pay, before that I gave you an account 
of four hhds. Aronoko Tob° shipped you in the David, Capt. 
Jones Master, which I hope are safe arrived. If Doctr. Walters 
be in Chopbank as I have heard nothing whether he is or no is 
more convenient to me to come at him there, than if he were at 
Bristol, because of the often opportunitys of sending to the one 
& the difficultys attending the other. To hear you say you 
wanted a power Attorney when you are my Assignee, upon the 
back side the bill of Exchange, & that Registered, or should be 
in the Notary publicks office, I cannot but admire, therefore 
pray Sr. if Walters be there take care to get it of him if not 
truly Capt. Moore must answer it, for he is effectually bound 
thereto, which please to inform him of. I have now sent for 
nothing because I know not how my effects may answer, if there 
be anything coming sort in coarse goods, I am, Wff. 

To Mr. Cornelius Sergeant, Tobacconist. 



July 25th, 1694. 
Mr. Nicholas Hay ward: 

Sr. I have now sent you two copys of the account of Vir- 
ginia & Digest of its Law, by two Bristol Ships, one is the 
Mountjoy, Capt. James Scot Commander, the other* is by one 
Capt. Heyden in a Brigantine, bound to the same place, one I 



